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Lens./ Cataract.”
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The quality of our vision is critically dependent on the ability
of the transparent tissues (Lens) in the front of the eye to
correctly focus light onto the retina at the back of the eye.
This is illustrated by the fact that loss of transparency in the
lens, known as a cataract, is the most common cause of
blindness in the world today. It is well known that oxidative
stress plays an important role in the initiation and progression
of a cataract, and active type of oxygen and nitrogen species in
the eye are implicated in the onset of cataract.

My Ist project is to explore the anti-cataract
compound(s) to prevent or delay the onset of cataract. We
found that some anti-compounds could prevent the cataract
formation (I, 2). Interestingly, coffee brew could also
ameliorate cataract onset using selenite-induced cataract model
3

My 2nd project is to elucidate the function of
Aquaporin O (AQPO) in the lens. AQPO is the most
abundant membrane protein in lens fiber cells, where it makes
up more than 60% of the total membrane protein. This
protein has minimal water permeability. Although aquaporin O
(AQPO) is a member of the AQP family, it has limited water
permeability compared with other members. We have first
reproted that AsA could peameate AQPO pore in vivo, and
contribute the anti-oxidant curculation in the lens (4). And
also we found that AQPO have cell adhesion-related functions,
and we identified of the AQPO biding domain (5).
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