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We are working on the mechanism regulating the fetal entry
and toxicity of drugs from the perspective of
pharmacokinetics. Qur approach is to understand the
substance-selective and direction-selective permeation
properties of placental barriers. Placental barriers which
separate materno-fetal circulation and regulate fetal
environment exhibit significant species differences. The goal
of our research is to provide platforms to evaluate more
precisely the human fetal concentration, efficacy, and toxicity
of drugs that further contribute to the expansion and
development of pharmacotherapy for pregnant women and
fetuses that can be used in safe and aggressive manners.

We have been researching about the role of organic anion
transporter (OAT) 4, a drug transporter, in the regulation of
human characteristic pharmacokinetics. Human OAT4 is
localized at the fetal-facing basal plasma membrane of
placental barriers (syncytiotrophoblasts) and luminal
membrane of renal proximal tubule epithelial cells. On the
other hand, the human ortholog of OAT4 has not been
detected in rodents used in animal teratology studies. We have
found the possibility that OAT4 significantly affects the fetal
toxicity and renal excretion of olmesartan (an angiotensin II
receptor antagonist) and levocetirizine (a second generation
antihistamine) through the bidirectional transport studies
using OAT4 expressing cells and human placental chorionic
membrane vesicles.

In order to predict the inter/intra-individual changes of fetal
permeability of drugs in pregnancy progression, complications,
and so on, it is important to improve our understanding about
the regulatory mechanisms of the placental gene expressions
involved in the barrier function and governing barrier
maturation. The maturation processes of the placenta’s barrier
functions are controlled by unique placental gene expression
regulations. Regarding OAT4, we are revealing that the
placental transcription of OAT4 is regulated by a different
mechanism from that of the renal one, and its placental
expression is coincident with genes involved in the pregnancy

characteristic estrogen synthesis in the trophoblasts.
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