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It is important for pharmacy students to develop their
communication skills and attitudes to foster the trust of their
patients and other medical professionals. For this purpose,
humanities education is clearly described as the basis of
pharmaceutical education, but it is difficult to evaluate the
outcome of learning humanities subjects and communication.
The model core curriculum for pharmacy education revised in
2013, and it is structured by outcome-based education, and
the students are required to reach the goal at the time of
graduation. However, there are few objective data to verify
the learning outcome, and it is required to present a clear basis
to society. So the faculty members in pharmacy school are
improving the education program, such as evaluation,
strategies to evaluate the students’ skills.

We have implemented the integrated course for Ist year
pharmacy students comprising “Communication and
Information Sciences” and “Presentation Skills” entailing
students making appropriate presentations based on small
group discussion results. Questionnaires revealed that the
number of students who felt their presentations were weak
clearly decreased after the class. This result could possibly be
further explored in other courses, such as bioethics or
interprofessional education. We continuously investigate
about learning effect in the field of humanities and
communication to promote the research for pharmacy
education.
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